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AlTI News
Dialogue with Bei Dao — Snapshot of
Melbourne Writers Festival 2012

As one of the major events during the Year of Chinese Culture
in Australia, the 26th Melbourne Writers Festival was held on
the 25th August 2011. The Festival lasted 10 days with its
theme on “Stories Unbound”, which was highlighted by the
presence of over 430 writers from at home and abroad. It may
well be described as a grand gathering where elite writers from
various schools exhibited their unique gifts and talents.

One of the main activities featured the dialogue with the
representative Misty poet Bei Dao on 27 August, hosted by the
senior AITI teacher - a well-known writer, Dr Yu OUYANG,
drawing the attention of many poetry lovers and followers. To
approach this well-reputed literary master who has been
nominated for Nobel Prize in Literature, a large number of high
achievers from AITI, led by Principal Victor LI, were invited to
attend the event. They were amazed by this exhilarating, fruitful
and unforgettable close exchange with a famous writer.

Bei Dao also felt impressed by Melbourne — a city noted for its
literary connections. At the dinner after the event, not only did
he praise Melbourne for being “the most beautiful city in
Australia”, but also marvelled at its “high humanistic qualities

and rich cultural background.”

Poet Bei Dao:

Bei Dao, born Zhao Zhenkai, is a contemporary Chinese poet ,
a representative of the Misty Poets. His numerous awards
include Tucholsky Prize from Swedish PEN, Guggenheim
Scholarship, and nomination for Nobel Prize in Literature. He has
been elected an honorary member of the American Academy of
Arts and Letters.His“poems laid bare the hypocrisy of Utopia
exposing the«true nature of the world. His “I don’t believe” has
woken-all deeply asleep at a dark night. His main works include:

The Answer, The End or Beginning, and Everything.
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Meeting with Yu Dan — a snapshot of

On 15 January the prelude to the 2012
Sino-Australian Cultural Exchange started at the
New Chinese Language and Culture School library,
with Prof. Yu Dan meeting with people from all walks
of life in Melbourne. AITI principal Victor Li and
senior trainer Diana Tang were invited to attend this

talk.

During the talk, Prof. Yu Dan expressed her views
about Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism, as well
as the interconnections among them. She reviewed
how studies of Confucianism have evolved over the
past 100 years and the ups and downs of such
studies. Her focus was on the explanation and
display of classical Chinese culture from the
perspective of mass media, rather than treating it as
systematic and academic undertaking, Prof. Yu
frankly acknowledged. The dramatic changes in
modern and contemporary Chinese culture, in
particular the contending for supremacy amongst
Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism, found vivid
and lifelike expressions in her natural, relaxing, and

entertaining presentation.

As noted by Mr Tang Yijie, professor of the
Department of Philosophy of Beijing University, and
head of the Chinese Confucius Academy, society
needs more scholars like Yu Dan to release the
classics from the Ivory Tower so that they may

spread far and wide in the most accessible manner

After the talk with Yu Dan, Victor and Diana also
attended the annual meeting_of"Australian Chinese

Writers Association.
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Two Poems

As wandering has long established mapped territories

the stress of forgetfulness is still boiling in the furnace

As gastric disorders serve as temporary inns

the clock of recalling has prematurely advanced into aging

As hymns come to a stop and pause

the physical feast is in full blossom in the spiritual gardens

As intermezzos become the master of Fate

Hobbies and interests are lamented as abominable habits

As the wanderer loiters his way into the tranquility and
quietude of a small alley

the fruit in the trees soars fluttering

As Time dances on the cliff

A chess piece eventually frees itself from the board

As the exhaust from cars removes in agitation the mask

the imaginary, illusory joy and happiness start to smell of Death

you are everywhere
an exclamation mark that rises from the soll

a lonely shadow that vanishes with the cars

our postmodern speed
cannot stay with you

even for a brief second

with primeval tranquility
you survey the surrounding plain like the wind

never desiring

the hubbub and noise of the forest
the quietness deep from the heart

is overflowing every bright green leaf in you

your departure will leave in our hearts

something to regret, to sigh for
while you are entering my poetry
you continue to think of your thoughts no-one can ever hope to know

and merge with the dark night

under a familiar meon
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Two Poems (Continued)

on a blank piece of paper where no poetry is yet born
i pop up a pen

and that is you

the one-tree

with no props and foils

your world is a silent blue

a constantly declining green

with streams of dreams

running in your shadow

on a scorching summer day

when the distant camera

is taking you at a high speed

you'll strangely change your shape

we look at you as a tree

and you look at us as a miserable group
strange beings of a mechanical civilization

but you keep your silence

an inky sign sculptured on the green wilderness

in your vocabulary

there never is such a word as loneliness

Victor Li:
Victor Li acquired a BA in English Language and Literature from
Peking University in 1990. He has been the Principal Executive

Officer of AITI since 2005.

Dr. Hesheng Zhang:
Dr. Hesheng Zhang earned his PhD in English Language Education
from University of Melbourne in 2002. He has been teaching

translating and interpreting courses at AITI since 2006.

Dr. Ouyang Yu:
Dr. Ouyang Yu earned his PhD in English with Australian Literature
from La Trobe University. He has been teaching translating and

interpreting courses at AITI since 2006.

Copyright and Disclaime#s The copyright of this newsletter remains the property of AITI. No
part of thisThewsletterg@@iluding pictures) may be reproduced, plagiarized, used, or edited in any
form by any individgal;"company ominsiitution without the prior permission of AITI. Copyright
violators shall begfigorously prosecuted. This newsléttessecks to provide general information only
about student#Visa applications and independent skilled migfatien,, without taking into account
individual .eircumstances. Applicants should refer to relevant laws ommiegistered migration
agents/laWyess.in Australia in order to make informed decisions. While AITI has Strived to ensure
the ae€uracy of infermation at the time of publication of this newsletter, AITI shall not be liabie for
anyfpossible consequencéssdirectly or indirectly resulted from the use of the information provided
ifl the newsletter.
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